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COUNTRY AGE PENSION FUEL CARD SCHEME — EXPANSION 

Statement by Minister for Regional Development 
MR B.J. GRYLLS (Central Wheatbelt — Minister for Regional Development) [12.07 pm]: I rise to inform 
the house about the ongoing success of the Liberal–National government’s Country Age Pension Fuel Card 
program in regional Western Australia and to announce that the 30 000th fuel card was delivered to a pensioner 
in Kalgoorlie just two weeks ago. It was a memorable occasion and one that this government can take great pride 
in, particularly when we see the difference that this program is making in the lives of so many regional people. 

In May I announced the expansion of the program to include new postcode areas around Dawesville and the Peel 
region and a number of new country pensioners who receive Centrelink age pensions, such as the Department of 
Veterans’ Affairs service pension, the DVA social security age pension, the DVA income support supplement 
pension, the Centrelink disability support pension, the carer payment, the widow B pension and the wife pension. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: What about Mandurah? The postcode is 6210! 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: Bad luck, member for Mandurah; it is on the wrong side! You’re just on the wrong side, 
mate—bad luck. 

The SPEAKER: Thank you, members! 

Mr D.A. Templeman: You’re discriminating against the people of Mandurah; that’s what you’re doing! 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: Tough luck! The expansion was supported by a review into the — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I formally call you for the first time, member for Mandurah. Normally, members, brief 
ministerial statements are heard in silence. I have given some leniency in this place before for interjections 
during brief ministerial statements. I will continue to give that leniency but this is not an opportunity for ongoing 
interjections. If members want to ask questions about what a minister is saying in a brief ministerial statement, I 
suggest that members on both sides of this place frame it as a question for question time. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I am pleased to report that almost 10 000 new applications were received by Australia Post 
during July, the first month of operation of the expanded scheme. This incorporates the new pension categories 
and additional eligible postcodes. The largest number of new applicants were disability pensioners, who 
accounted for 6 513 applications, or 65 per cent of the new applications. There were also 2 000 new applications 
from recipients of the Centrelink aged pension and 961 applications from those who received a carer payment. 
New applicants need to visit their local Australia Post outlet to apply for the card. This year’s expanded scheme 
means that up to 43 000 pensioners will be eligible for the $500 fuel card, which can be used to either purchase 
fuel or pay for taxi fares. The fuel card scheme recognises that pensioners in regional WA do not have access to 
extensive public transport and are mostly reliant on private vehicles and taxis as a means of transport. 

I acknowledge the support that Australia Post has provided to the program and its enthusiasm to deliver the 
scheme to regional WA. It was wonderful to be at the Australia Post office in Hannan Street, Kalgoorlie–
Boulder, when I presented the 30 000th fuel card to Mrs Valerie Regan. Mrs Regan suffers from arthritis and was 
delighted to receive her country age pension fuel card. She told me that she relies heavily on her daughter to help 
her to get to and from appointments, to collect shopping and to visit friends and family. The fuel card will enable 
her to pay for the fuel being used by her daughter and will provide some independence for her as she will be able 
to use the card to pay for a taxi too. 

The fuel card and call service provider, Retail Decisions Pty Ltd, the transaction provider, Australia Post, and the 
Department of Transport have worked hard to ensure that existing cardholders receive their new cards in July. 
Many new applicants such as Mrs Regan are already enjoying the benefits of the card. I encourage anyone who 
is eligible but has not already applied for a card to do so as soon as possible. 
 


